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The Southeast 
Asian island-state 
celebrated several 
milestones in 2015-
most prominently. Its golden lubllee. 
commt'moraling Singapore's fivt' decades of 
Independence from Malaysia with. slew of 
evems year round. Fesllvl1le!l Included an 
extravagant National Day panadeon 
AuguSl 9, numerous exhibitions on 
Singaporean hlslOry and art, and ashowcase 
ofloca\ culture and cuisine 1 hat Il'1Iveled 
10 New York lind London. The country also 
suffered the 10s$ of Its founding rather. 
former Prime Minister Lee KUIO Yew, 
who passed away In March. Lee loomed 
large In the Singapore narrative: playIng 
a pivotal role in the rocky lead·up to 

Independence. and ItS dramatic transitIon 
from a former BritIsh trading outpost to 
a first·world ei:onomy. Tens oflhousands 
of Singapore ails responded with a show 
of public grIef. lining the Slr~tS despite 
torrential downpours 10 pay respe<:ltO 
their former leader. At a momenl when the 
country Is undergoing rapid demographic. 
social and physical changes. Lu'sdeath 
symboliU!d the 10S$ofaUnk to the past. 

At the same time, bo\I.·ever, popular 
sentiment on these fronts translated \ntoa 
wlder.than·anticipated margin of victory 
forthe ruling People's Action Pany(PAP) 
In the Ceneral Elections in September. The 
PApvlUn a resoundlng7Q percent Orthe ~e. 
deaUnga blow tothe nascent opposition. 
The new cabinet, postelei:llon, saw Grace 
Fu at the helm orthe Mlnl8uy ofCullure. 
Community and Youth (MCC'V): Fu took 
over from the former minister, Lawrence 
Wong. MCCY Is the parent mlnlslry of 
the National Heritage Board and the 
Natlonal ...... I8Councli (NAC). tWO agencies 
Ihat continue 10 play Instrumental rOles 
In the Singapore ans scene. The NAC also 
witnessed changes In leadership. with Low 
Eng Teong-formerly of the Minist ry of 
Education-now heading Its visual arts 
sector. The NAC returned Singapore to the 

56lh Venice Slennale this year. afler a hlalU$ 
In 2013. 1IIIIsosigned a 20-year lease on 
a space In the Sale d'''nnl buildlngatlhe 
historic Arscnalecomplex, thus securing. 
quasl.permanenl home for the Singapore 
Pavilion. For the 2015 edition ofthe 
Dlennale, Charles Urn presented "Sea Slate" 
(5/9-11122).1 series orphOlographs. videos 
and Installations foregroundlng maritime 
Issues and \conos~phy. The focal point 
of the presentation was a towering buoy 
encrusll!d with rust and barnacles, which 
made for a powerful sculptural SL1tement. 

[n 2013. MCCY formed the Visual Arts 
Clus ter, which Includes the eagerlyawaltcd 
Na tiona l Gallery S ingapore (NGS) thaI 
opened Its doors on November 24. Housed 
Inlhe (or mer Supreme Court lind City 
Iiall buildings. with a combined floor 
space of almOSt 64,000 square meters, the 
gigantic new museum boasts - the world's 
largest public display of moo ern Southeast 
Asian art: HighlightS or the permanent 
exhibitions Include paintings by Iconic 
19th-cenlllry Southeast Asian masters such 
as Raden Saleh of Indonesia. and FllipillQS 
Juani.una and Felix ResurrtcclOn Hidalgo. 
AlliOon view are Russian-born German aniS! 
Waller Spies, a longtime resident of Ball. and 
Malaysian painter ZUlklfil Mohd Dahalan: 
their res]X'CIive artvrorks have been rarely 
displayed In tne public realm. A littlecloser 
10 home, an entire wlngofthe museum Is 
dedicated to the an o(Slngapore. where 
semi nal an vroru of Ihe poslWllr era, having 
hit herto made only sporadic appearances in 
temporary exhibit Ions. are at last lIcce5liible. 
Works by Chua Mia Tee. rorexample. will 
hopefully refocus mucn·needed IItt('nllon 
on the Social Realist mO\-ement. an area 
where scholarly consldera.tlon has tended 
to languish In tne shadow oflhe Nanyang 
School artists, such 115 Georgette Ch('n. 

Another Visual Arts Cluster member Is 
the Singapore Art Museu m (SAM). which 
welcomed lil(' arrival of Its new CEO, Leng 
Tshua, In July. Under the stewardshipof 
liS director. Susie Llngham, the museum 
enjoyed a bumper crop of exhibitiOns In 
2015. Its permanent collection show, "Afler 
Utopia" (5/1-10/18), which examined the 
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legacy of utopianism In Southeasl ASia 
and beyond. was one of lhe beSt received. 

"SSlars: An Renecls on Peace, Justice. 
Equallly, Democracy and Progress· 
(l0[2-5t2I 16], a show looking at the values 
embodied In t he suus on Ihe Singapore flag. 
featured newcommlsslons from prominent 
local artists Zulklfle Mahmod, Suzann 
Victor. HoThu Nyen and Man hew Ngui. and 
In Installation thaI paid t rlbule to the work 
of a rt historian TK Sabapathy. SAM rounded 
ofhlle year with a co'curaled eXhibi tion, 
"TlmeofOlhers: COntemporary Art from 
Four Museums Across the Asia Paclfic­
U1!21-2/28!16), a traveling show organized 
in Ctlllaboration with the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Tokyo. National Museum 
of Art Osaka and the Queensland Art Gallery 
In Brisbane. 

Along the Singapore River. Ihe Irlnlty 
of the Visual Arts Clus ter comes togelher 
with the Singapo re Tyle r Print InStitute. 
now rebranded with Just its Initials, STPI, 
","hleh fealured a roste r of shows by several 
bJue·chlpartlsts. Particularly noteworthy 
_ere those by Singaporean SUlann Victor, 
"Imprint: New Works bySuUlnn Victor" 

11 18-2/21) and Entang Wlharso from 
IlIdonesla.ln -Never Say No" (4/24-5/29). 

"<ev.·cumer Sloaaporco Plnacolht quco 
de Pull. the IIrst internallonal outpoSt of 
the Parls.based private museum. opened 
00 \lay 30 within Fort canning Park. 
Displaying works from its permanent 
coJ.le.;:tlon of 20th· century Western 
masters, It also debuted with ashow about 
the anclem Egyptian queen Cleopalt3 
I!i! 30-101 11). 
T~Glllman Banlckl precinCt ushered 

In It~ third birthday With sad IleW5: live 
galleries announced in April that they 
Would be gIVing up Ihelr spaces, while a 
shu h quietly shuttered Its doors with I iu le 

fanfare. Almost all departing galleries 
featured programmingdevOled to Southeast 
Asian artists: Si Iverlens Gallery and the 
Drawing Room (both based in Manila). 
Tomio KoyamaGallery (Tokyo), Equator 
An Projects, SpaceCouonseed and Future 
Perfect. A report In the ]ocal dall}·.lhe 
Slmirs Tlmn. noted that -In the Ihree 
years orlts operation. the an enclave had 
fallen short of Its ambition. suffering from a 
hard-to·shake listlessness in terms of sales 
and viSitorship." The primary inStitution 
within the arts compound Is the NTU 
centre ror Contemporary Art (NTU CCA). 
It organized a solo show by Singapore·born 
Sydney-based Simryn GUI. "Hugging the 
Shore- (3/21-6/141, which returned the 
much-missed figure to SOutheast Asl~. NTU 
CCA's robust residency program induded 

Malaysians Y~ '·lann (41'21-1/31 and 
Shooshle Sulalman (6/8-8/281, Filipino 
Gary·Ross Pastrana (1/6-10f2) and london· 
based Erika Tan (7j6-8/3). 

Founded In 2012 by Suita Apte. Christine 
1'lIIsbury and Sh.areen Khattat, to Inillate 
collaborative programming that has a 
panicular leaning to ..... ard involving In 
collectors, Platlornl Projects landed a 
permanem space In Gillman In January. 
InauguraJl1l8 ..... IJh an txhlbltion by Indian 
mult I media artist Jit ish Ka lIat. -Here After 
Here- (1/20-3/18). 

Notable commercial gallery exhibitions 
whhln Gillman Included Arodl gallery's 
preseruatlon orBrl tlSh superStars GlIben & 
George. ·Utoplan Plctures- (1/20-4/12/. and 
veteran conceptualist Choo Chal'Hlang's -In 
a Cowboy Town ... A..(t II <fl •... : 19/12-U/ISI at 
Michael Jannen Gallery. which presented 
elllplical. elusive art objects characteristic of 
the anlst 's sensibilities. I ndonesian artists 
were well·represemed at Yeo Workshop 
and Pearl Lam Galleries: Yeo With agroup 
show of fulndung·based artists curated by 
Roy Voragen, "looping Loopholes- (4124-
6128), and Pearl Lam with an exhibition 
byGatOl Pujlarto. "Masquerade ofUfe" 
(lO/l-11/15). fOil Gallery put on a serle:s of 
four solo exhfbltlons by young local artists. 
Khalrullah Rahim. luke Heng. AshleyYeo 
and 1121,,"lna Suhalml. and a solo sh(No-rase 
of JlmmyOng's nal1"lti~1! drawings. in rrhe 
History of J,,'a'- (Ii 16-3111. Ot.a fine lorIS 
from Tokyo featured Chen Wen takes on 
contemporary China In -Noon Insomnla­
(1!3-8lI5)and those by satirical palmer 
Tang Dixln (10/24-1215). 

Curlted shows also took center slage 
It Gillman Barrack!; In 2015: June Yap 
organized -Dear Palmer- (9/-1-10/251 
al Sundaram TaloreGallery. which 
feutured local artlStSJ3ne lee, Jeremy 
Sharma, Warren Khongand Kallam. 
among others. Vavuz Gallery held a 
retl'Olipectlve ofBurme5l'DrtlSI PQ Po, -OUt 
of M~th. Onto. Logical" 1812- 9/1.31, curated 
by Yangon·based reseal"l:her Nathalie 
Johnston. and local alllst Michael Lee 
moulUed a group show of Singaporean 
Irtlsts. "What Is It About When It IS Aboul 
Not hlng- (9!2S- 10/251. at Mlzuma Gallery. 
which featured names such as Robeu Zhao, 
Adeline Kueh. Boma Shojaleand Ho Rul An. 

Outside orthe Gillman duster. 
Arupace@He.lutraDI.awarehou5e 
bulkilng In theTan!Ong pagar port district. 
started offlhe year with IlrouP sho ..... at 
Richard Koh flneArl (RKFAJ. "Malaysian 
Arl, A New ~rspecllve- {L.15-JOJ. which 
Included Gan Chin Lee. S&lful Ra:r.man. 
Baffenlll AnuDrand Yeoh Choo KUDn. After 
this show. RKFA closed 11.5 Singapore gallery 
space but 51111 malnulns an office In Ihe 
el ty-~Iate. Within Helulrans. Gale.rle Sleph 
also closed, thouGh It occasionally uses Its 
former space for pop·up exhibillons. In Ma}. 
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II organl~ed "P«ullarTextures" (5/8-6/13), 
r~aturlngc:ollagt'5 by American Bradley 
FolS5('t, paIntings drawn from archival 
film stills and phOl.ogmphs by Singaporean 
Hilmi Johandland abst.-act drawings by 
luke Heng. also from Singapor~. Valenlln~ 
Willie Fine Art. missing from the Southeast 
Asian art $C~ne slnee the closur~ orlts 
Slnpporeand Kuaialumpul pll~rles, pm 
on a final edit Ion of its once-celebrated 
annual Slngapor~ survey exhibition, "Hard 
Cholces- (815-91121, which oo.sted familiar 
names around town Including Heman 
Chong, C~n Zena. Chun Kal Qun and 
Chun Kal F~IIi. Whl1e some gall~rles dosed, 
Gajah Gallery moved Into the 1I ~lutrans 
building. openlna Its newlpace In OCtober 
with a group show (10/17-31). Ikkan An 
International hl,'\d a group uh Iblt Ion of 
lnternallonal anists, "Timely Manoeuvres' 
\518-6/20), featuring Richard Serra, Sol 
leWllt and Felix Conulez·Torres. During 
the NGSopenlng. SUverlens h~ld a pop-up 
~how "Opera" for OabrleI8arredolll/20-28). 

Beyond Ilelutrans, Jada Art held an 
exhibition for locllarll$t Ren ZI, "Naming 
Our Brljht a I)ark 51111'5" \10/14-28), and 
Chi n lIampeGaUeriet opened a new 
plQjc(:t space, Shophouu 5. In the Vibrant 
rN·lljht district of Geylang. One of the 
mor~ Interestlngsho .... 'S In lu lineup 
Included an ClI.hlbltlon of queer arl. "Crul~" 
Illn-19~ ElementArt 5pue celebrated 
115 flhh annlVi'tSllr}' and h~ld young 
Indonesian anlst Wisnu Aurl's fllSt show 
In Singapore 19117-10.' III), while Galerle 
SOgan • Art temporarily cel5ed opt'tltion 
In Navcmbtrand Is In processor rt:iocating. 
Afler fOUl ynn.. An Plural Gallery, 
fOUnded bySwlss art dealci I·rederlcde 
senan:len:;, cl~d In May. 

Acro.r.the ,treel, the Substation, 

. ~ 

Singapore'soldestlndependent platfonn. 
found a new leader In Alan Otl, who 
assumed the toleot Inlstlcdlrector In 
October, Ot:i also runs the Innualln event, 
0111 Open Houu , whkh invites audiences 
Imo I'rivate homes&S pan of the art·vlewlng 
experience, aoo organlud a successful 
run (Wff three weekends In March (J,/14-IS, 
3/21-22, J./28-29) In thequkklygemrlfylng 
neighborhood of JooChiat. 

Nonprofit Objectir, found a new home In 
Ihequanersottht nowdefunct Sculpturt: 
Square, Ihrowlng a housewarmIng p.&rly 
with an exhibition by El1Je5t Goh (6/11-7/19), 

Irtas.al'acilic , .. , .... ,,"'-

which waS presented In collaborallon 
with the onHne pilitform, Ihe Armng.the 
brainchild ofTal~nla Phua Gaj.ardo, 

Another independent space dedicated 
to photography Is the one-year-old DECI(, 
housed In refumi$hed shipping containers. 
It organized a soloshow ~ Singaporean 
AngSOng Nian, -A Tree wllh Too Many 
Branches"11124-3!ISI, The artlst-runspace 
Grey ProJecU, now In Tlong Bahru, h05l$ 
exhIbitions as well as rcsldem;ies. ·Wave and 
Particle" was a solo presentation fOI Joshua 
Yang of Vert Ical s ubmarl ne Cl1/20-1/ 1'1 161. 
Jendela at thl" Esplanade celebrated 
Singapore·s 50th birthday with agroupshow 
of local photographers, "TwentyFJfteen: Thr 
Exhibition" /8{7-I/J/16), the roSter of which 
Included John Clang. 

The ever-progrenlve Institute of 
Conte,nporary Arts 51 ngapore mounted 
a solo exhibition (or London·based, 
Singaporean anisl JackTan, "How to Do 
Things with Rules· {8115-9/29l. For the 
tOth editiOn of the performance art festival 
Future or Imagination (11/21-28). artistle 
director Jason Urn brought together an 
all,female caSl, 

Abroad In Europe, a large-scale cullural 
feStival WlIS organized in ~Iebration 
of Singapore's jubilee and .so years of 
dIplomatic ties between Singapore and 
France. Slngapouren France - L~ Festl..,,1 
(3126-6/30) offered a full program OfeVeD!$ 
and exhibitions enoompa55ing archlteC'lure. 
dn~ma, Visual ans and othercullural 
endeavors across ~ven French cities, with 
artistS such as Lee Wen, Mlng Wong and 
JooChoon Lin. On the other sideoftbe 
Engilsh Chann~1. Heman Chong mounted 
installations and Jed interactive proiects 
for "An Arm. A leg and OtherStorics" 
(12/U-2/28/16) at South london Callery. Ang 
SongMlng participated In "Whatever Man 
Built could be Taken Apan- (91.!i-\O!l81, a 
group show explorl ng t he role of t he Internet 
anutcchnOlogles In oontemporary.nlstlc 
practices at the ':unstvereln Wlesbaden 
In western Germany, and was inVited to 
show at the 14th Istanbul Biennial !9!s-ufJ), 
curatcd by CaroJyn Chrlstov-Bakargiev. 

Come 2016, Ihe ArtSdence Muuum will 
once again be hosllng the Prudential ~ 
Awards and an accompanylng exhibldon 
In January, during the annual An week 
celebrations. Which will also~ the launch 
ofa new art fair, Singapore Contemporary. 
toOOmplement {or rival} Art Stage Singapore. 
with both fai rs taking plac~ overlhesame 
..... eekend. Singapore Contemporary is 
Organized by the same team behind Hong 
':0",'5 twice-yea rly Asia Contemporary Art 

Show. and Is pitching hselftothe sectiollof 
the art market buying works in the mid'ller 
price lange. Finally. the Singapore Biennale. 
organi1;N by SAM, will open In OCtober. 
mark ing the museum's 20th anniversary. 
LOUIS HO 
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